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BAR BRIEFS

exhibition of which we were about to express our compliments. Except
where technicality becomes the handmaid of justice or an aid to the
establishment of legal jurisdiction, its invocation should be carefully
circumscribed. Whether you act voluntarily or through a revision of
those precedent-bound, unreasonable, technical concepts of law and
legal procedure that make a mockery of our judicial system, may you
act. The public need requires it. Our own "Jealous Mistress" demands it.
PROS AND CONS
In response to a questionnaire from the American Bar Association
a number of North Dakota lawyers discussed the 'North Dakota
integrated bar act, its operation, its virtues and its vices. May we quote
some of the expressions as we found them in a report mailed to us:
"It has worked out to the betterment of the legal profession in this
state... The only criticism I would have

. .

is that it does not give to

the Association the right to prosecute its members for unethical
practice."
"The law requiring all attorneys to pay an annual license fee does
not tend to unify the lawyers especially, but rather gives ground for
discussion and dissension."
"Like every other organization in which everyone is automatically
interested, very little real active interest is displayed on the part of the
rank and file."
"A number of attorneys object to the $10 . . fee, but there has been
no general movement in opposition. . . This writer has not taken an
active interest."
"We have found the compulsory licensing of attorneys very satisfactory, and I doubt if our members would now favor going back to
the old system."
POWER OF THE PRESS
"Give me but the liberty of the press and I will give to the
minister a venal house of peers. I will give him a corrupt and servile
house of commons. I will give him the full swing of the patronage of
office. I will give him the whole host of ministerial influence. I will
give him all the power that place can confer upon him, to purchase up
submission and overawe resistance; and yet, armed with the liberty
of the press, I will go forth to meet him. undismayed. I will attack the
mighty fabric of that mightier engine. I will shake down from its
height corruption and bury it beneath the ruins of the abuses it was
meant to shelter."-Richard Brinsley Sheridan.
SALARIES OF CITY ATTORNEYS
The Editor has undertaken a survey of North Dakota cities for
the purpose of analyzing the compensation paid to attorneys acting in
the capacity of official advisors in the various groups of cities of the
state. If the city auditors, to whom we have sent questionnaires, respond
as freely as we hope, we should be able to present the tangible result of
such survey in our next issue.

